
Standard precautions
for the prevention and 
control of infections



Background
Standard precautions aim to protect both health workers and 

patients by reducing the risk of transmission of 
microorganisms from both recognized and unrecognized 

sources.

They are the minimum standard of infection prevention and control 
(IPC) practices that should be used by all health-care workers, 

during the care of all patients, at all times, in all settings. When 
applied consistently, standard precautions can prevent the 

transmission of microorganisms between patients, health workers 
and the environment.



Key
elements

Respiratory 
hygiene and 

cough etiquette

Risk assessment

Personal protective 
equipment

Environmental 
cleaning

Aseptic technique

Handling of 
laundry and linen



•

•

•



Train health workers on 

• early recognition and assessment of risk of exposure to blood and body 

fluids – including secretions/excretions, splashes and/or sprays and 

contaminated surfaces

• actions to reduce the risk of exposure to infectious agents.

Perform a risk assessment within health care facilities related to the 

population they serve, and available control measures and implement 

prevention measures and training based on this assessment.

Risk assessment





Respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette



Personal protective 

equipment



Practice to minimizing the risk of infection through a vaiety of interventions 
and strategies aim at maintaining an environment free of disease causing 

microbes and pathogens

Aseptic 
technique



SHARP INJURY PREVENTION

PROVIDE A POLICY AND 

MEASURES FOR THE 

SURVEILLANCE, prevention 

and management 

of sharps injuries.



ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANING



• CLEAN FLOOR
•
•

• CLEAN WORK AREA

• DISINFECTANT

•

DECONTAMINATION OF WORK 

AREA

•
•

•



•• •



THANK
YOU!
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